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Blanche DuBois: Renée Fleming (soprano) / Stanley Kowalski: Rodney Gilfry (baritone)
Stella Kowalski: Elizabeth Futral (soprano) / Harold Mitchell: Anthony Dean Griffey (tenor)
Orchestra of San Francisco Opera / André Previn (conductor)

HE HREBEMB (XEE)/ LIEE - SEHE LR (BHE)/ E8I- BEHE FEE (X53)
REE-KYBBHIF(BEE)/ ZFHRAIRLE / H5X (3518)

André PREVIN B 150’
A Streetcar Named Desire (RREESRAE)

Written by Tennessee Williams in 1947, A Streetcar Named
Desire is widely regarded as one of the greatest plays of
the 20t century, as well as the American playwright’s
most renowned work. The work has been adapted into

films, television series, ballets, as well as an opera. This
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1995 adaptation by German-American composer André
Previn is considered one of the most successful examples

of contemporary opera. Its world premiere was held in
September 1998 at the San Francisco Opera, featuring famed
soprano Renée Fleming in the leading role of Blanche DuBois,
and with the composer himself conducting. The recording

| have chosen for you is, in fact, a live performance of this

world premiere. Anthony Dean Griffey
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Roberto: José Cura (tenor) / Anna: Nana Gordaze (soprano) / Guglielmo: Stefano Antonucci (baritone)
Orchestra Internazionale d'ltalia / Coro da Camera Sluk di Bratislava / Bruno Aprea (conductor)
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PUCCINI EER 69’
Le Villi (BHIRE &)

Magda: Angela Gheorghiu (soprano) / Ruggero: Roberto Alagna (tenor)

Prunier: William Matteuzzi (tenor) / Lisette: Inva Mula (soprano)

London Voices / London Symphony Orchestra / Antonio Pappano (conductor)

ImRE ZEY ENEX(ZeE)/ EE8 DHER (B58)/ BB FEZ (FES)/ #AK : Rl (XEF
RAZE [ RARELE | HER (F5E)

PUCCINI HERE
La rondine (T 61’

This double-bill of Giacomo Puccini’s operas consists of the composer’s youthful
first effort for the theatre and his idyllic lyric opera of maturity.

Le Villi tells the story of a village girl’s revenge on her unfaithful lover by making the
ghosts of other young women abandoned by their lovers dance with him until he
dies of exhaustion. The unfaithful Roberto is sung in this rendition by dramatic tenor
José Cura, and the abandoned village girl Anna by lyric soprano Nana Gordaze.

Bruno Aprea conducts the International Orchestra of Italy.

La rondine ('The Swallow’) had its origin as an operetta commissioned by the Carl
Theatre of Vienna. The composition was interrupted by the outbreak of the First
World War, in which Puccini found himself on the opposite side of the Austrian
impresarios. He wisely recast the work as a romantic lyric opera and arranged for

its world premiere to take place in neutral Monte Carlo in March 1917.

Magda is a Parisian society lady who falls in love with young Ruggero. After

a passionate relationship in the Riviera, she realises the demands of life's
necessities and returns, like the swallow, to her rich protector in Paris. The
principal protagonists are interpreted by soprano Angela Gheorghiu and tenor
Roberto Alagna, with baritone Alberto Rinaldi singing the part of the banker
Rambaldo. The London Symphony Orchestra and London Voices are conducted by

Antonio Pappano.
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King Roger: Thomas Hampson (baritone) / Roxana: Elzbieta Szmytka (soprano)

Shepherd: Ryszard Minkiewicz (tenor) / Edrisi: Philip Langridge (tenor)

City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra / Simon Rattle
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King Roger (EEBEE) 89’

Bluebeard: Siegmund Nimsgern (bass-baritone) / Judith: Tatiana Troyanos (mezzo-soprano)
BBC Symphony Orchestra / Pierre Boulez (conductor)
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Bluebeard’s Castle (EETFHE) 61

The pairing of these two relatively short operas represents the finest examples
of expressionistic and symbolistic influences in art music of the early
20 century.

King Roger, by Polish master of modern music Karol Szymanowski, is a three-
act opera concerning the mystical enlightenment of a Christian king by a
shepherd representing pagan ideals. It was first performed in Warsaw in
June 1926. Our recording features baritone Thomas Hampson in the title role,
soprano Elzbieta Szmytka as Queen Roxana, and tenor Ryszard Minkiewicz as
the Shepherd. The City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra is conducted by
Sir Simon Rattle.

Bluebeard’s Castle, a single-act masterpiece by Béla Barték, was first
performed in Budapest in May 1918. The story tells of the emotional and
psychological reactions of Judith, Duke Bluebeard’s new bride, to the secrets
locked behind the closed doors of her husband’s castle of darkness and
mystery. Each room symbolises a different aspect of human suffering and
fear, to which Judith finally succumbs as Bluebeard’s latest victim. Judith is
interpreted by mezzo-soprano Tatiana Troyanos and Bluebeard by baritone
Siegmund Nimsgern. The BBC Symphony Orchestra performs under the baton
of Pierre Boulez.
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King Dodon: Norman Treigie (bass) / Queen Shemakha: Beverly Sills (soprano)
The Astrologer: Enrico di Giuseppe (tenor) / Amelfa: Muriel Coista-Greenspon (contralto)
Orchestra and the Chorus of the New York City Opera / Julius Rudel (conductor)
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The Nightingale: Phyllis Bryn-Julson (soprano) / Emperor of China: Neil Howlett (baritone) /
The Cook: Felicity Palmer (soprano) / Death: Elizabeth Laurence (mezzo-soprano)
BBC Singers / BBC Symphony Orchestra / Pierre Boulez (conductor)
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STRAVINSKY SBIERXHTE
The Nightingale (RED 45'

The final programme in the month of July is another double-bill of relatively short
works created in the early 20th century by two great Russian composers: Nicolai

Rimsky-Korsakov and his famous pupil, Igor Stravinsky.

The Golden Cockerelis a sarcastic three-act opera presenting a razor-sharp
satire of the autocracy of Russian imperialism, based on a verse narrative by
Alexander Pushkin. It was premiered in Moscow in October 1909. The plot
describes Tsar Dodon’s clumsy blunders at war with Shemakha and his complete
surrender to the seductive charms of the enemy’s Tsaritsa despite the warning
of his magic Golden Cockerel. The cast consists of bass Norman Treigle as Tsar
Dodon; soprano Beverly Sills as the Tsaritsa of Shemakha; and soprano Syble

Young as the Golden Cockerel.

The Nightingale is set to a Russian libretto based on a tale by Hans Christian
Andersen about a cruel Chinese emperor being made kind and benevolent by a
small grey bird. Stravinsky completed the work in March 1914, in time for its first
performance in Paris two months later. Its French premiere caused the opera

to be commonly known by its French title, Le Rossignol. Its musical language
and orchestral colours show the marked influence of the composer's teacher,
Rimsky-Korsakov. Soprano Phyllis Bryn-Julson sings the part of the Nightingale;
the BBC Singers and BBC Symphony Orchestra are conducted by Pierre Boulez.
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